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EDITORIAL 


VERY now and then some disap- 
pointed subscription book publisher, 
or publisher’s agent, is reported to be 
going about the country saying that the 
American Library Association receives 
some financial consideration, in the form 
of special membership dues or otherwise, 
for recommendations in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin. No member of the 
A. L. A. believes these charges. It is 
doubtful whether anyone believes them, 
even the people who make them. But 
since they are reported to us from time 
to time by disturbed and loyal friends, 
it seems well to comment on the subject 
once and then dismiss it finally. 

As subscribers know, reviews for the 
Subscription Books Bulletin are prepared 
by a committee of librarians. They are 
assembled and edited by the chairman 
and sent to A. L. A. headquarters for 
publication. Headquarters does not 
know, until the reviews are received, 
whether or not a given work is to be 
recommended. 

On the other hand, A. L. A. member- 
ships are received at headquarters and 
listed annually in the Handbook of the 
Association. Subscription Books Com- 
mittee members might find out which 
subscription book publishers are A. L. A. 
members (or were the year before) by 
studying the Handbook, but it is incon- 
ceivable that they do. Moreover, the 
facts given below should prove, once and 
for all, the lack of connection between 
-memberships and subscription book ap- 
proval. (The A. L. A. receives prac- 
tically no donations, except from 


foundations in the form of endowment 
and special grants.) And it is equally 
certain that members of the Subscription 
Books Committee are learning the fol- 
lowing facts for the first time from these 
lines. 

From its inception in 1930, through 
July 1934, the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin has reviewed 194 works, representing 
131 publishers. Of the total considered, 
91 were recommended, 78 not recom- 
mended, and 25 received only limited ap- 
proval. Eighteen of the 131 publishers 
are members of the A. L. A. The 91 
recommended sets are the products of 
60 publishers, of whom only 11 are mem- 
bers. The 78 not recommended sets rep- 
resent 67 publishers, of whom 4 are 
A. L. A. members. The 25 sets which 
received limited approval come from 21 
publishers, of whom 3 are members of 
the A. L. A. It should be noted, to ex- 
plain an apparent discrepancy, that some 
of these publishers have produced several 
sets, some of which have been recom- 
mended, others not. One publisher who 
has had a straight minus, and no plus, is 
a member of the A. L. A. 

Among the Trade Practice Rules for 
subscription and mail order book pub- 
lishers which appeared in the proposed 
Code for the Book Publishing Industry 
(Subscription Books Bulletin, July, 1934, 
page 36) is one which would prohibit 
membership in the A. L. A. of subscrip- 
tion book publishers. Although this rule 
(now part of the adopted code) will re- 
sult in some loss of income to the Asso- 


(Continued on page 81) 
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ON BUYING A DICTIONARY 


OUND policy is to buy the largest, 
most up-to-date, and generally best 
English dictionary which the library can 
possibly afford. Even a very small li- 
brary should aim at possessing a compre- 
hensive, standard work. 

For certain purposes, larger desk dic- 
tionaries may be useful as, for example, 
to take the strain from unabridged works, 
or when circulating copies are needed, 
or when a library’s budget cannot allow 
anything better. They are suitable for 
homes and offices where an unabridged 
work would be too expensive or is not 
needed. 

Pocket dictionaries are not advised for 
library use, and are ordinarily to be rec- 
ommended only for individuals who can- 
not purchase a larger work, or for whom 
portableness or extreme simplicity is of 
first importance. 

As among dictionaries of the same size 
and apparent suitability, where relative 
superiority is hard to decide, the sugges- 
tion is to favor that by the best qualified 
publisher, when this can be determined. 

Generally speaking, dictionaries pub- 
lished in the United States contain much 


more encyclopedic information than Brit- 
ish ones, and are often virtually works of 
general reference, which makes them pe- 
culiarly valuable in a small library. They 
favor United States usage. British pub- 
lications are dictionaries in the stricter 
sense of the term, and favor British pro- 
nunciation and spelling. They are essen- 
tial wherever British usage obtains or 
comparison is desirable. Libraries which 
can afford several dictionaries will prob- 
ably do well to purchase both American 
and English works. 

The opening and final pages of a large 
dictionary always tend to curl under, 
then to crease and shortly to tear apart. 
To prolong the life of an unabridged 
dictionary, it is wise therefore when buy- 
ing to have these pages reinforced. 

Special acknowledgment is due to 
Mary Eastwood, Winifred Ver Nooy 
and Mary Lee Hall for this dictionary 
issue of the Bulletin, for which they have 
taken the responsibility. The publishers 
have been most helpful in supplying in- 
formation and review copies, sometimes 
even earlier editions for purposes of com- 
parison. 


LARGE DICTIONARIES 


Etymological dictionary of modern 
English, by Ernest Weekley. 29 cm. 
London, Murray; N. Y., Dutton, 
1921. xx, 1660 cols. $10.25 (printed 
in Great Britain). 

“Intended chiefly for the educated man 
(and woman) in the street,” according to 
its preface, this dictionary attempts to 
trace the meanings as well as the forms of 


20 


approximately 33,000 words. The in- 
formation is presented concisely and with 
lavish use of abbreviations, which are, 
however, easily understood. Quotations 
are used less generously than could be 
wished, being the exception rather than 
the rule. Their exact source is some- 
times cited, and sometimes not. No defi- 
nitions are given, with the exception of 
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brief explanations when they seem neces- 
sary; parts of speech and pronunciation 
are not indicated. 

“The vocabulary is that of the Con- 
cise Oxford dictionary, 1911, collated 
with Cassell’s New English dictionary, 
1919.” Scientific and technical terms 
have not been included. Emphasis has 
been put upon a vocabulary essentially 
literary, colloquial or in the nature of 
slang, the plan of the author evidently 
being to deal with a living language. 
“Foreign words are included if they are 
likely to occur in reading and in edu- 
cated conversation.” 

The book has evidently been a life- 
time’s labor of love of an etymological 
student to whom words offer a rare fasci- 
nation. The treatment is popular. For 
scholarship, preference must of course 
be given to W. W. Skeat’s Etymological 
dictionary of the English language. 
(New ed. rev. and enl. xliv, 780p. 28 
cm. Oxford university press, 1910. $14) 
Much of the material can likewise be 
found in the Shorter Oxford dictionary 
and in the comprehensive American dic- 
tionaries. Recommended for reference or 
perusal if needed in the home or library. 

See also Concise etymological diction- 
ary. 


Funk & Wagnalls new standard dic- 
tionary of the English language; pre- 
pared by more than 380 specialists and 
other scholars under the supervision 
of Isaac K. Funk, editor-in-chief, Cal- 
vin Thomas, consulting editor, Frank 
H. Vizetelly, managing editor. 31%4 
cm. N. Y.and London, Funk & Wag- 
nalls co., 1934. 1913-1932. 38, 
2813p. buckram $18; sheep $22; 2v. 


duroyd $33. 20% educational dis- 

count. 

Reissues of the Standard dictionary 
have appeared frequently since its -first 
publication in 1895, but the only com- 
plete revision is that of 1913, when it was 
first titled the New standard. Since then 
only occasional revision and insets can be 
noted. 

The New standard is a popular dic- 
tionary designed to give quick service. 
All words, terms and cross-references are 
in one alphabet. Among definitions, the 
common, current meaning is placed first. 
The etymology follows the final defini- 
tion. As in the 1934 Webster, English 
letters are used in transcribing Greek 
words. There are 455,000 terms in the 
vocabulary (including the grouped com- 
pounds under a word), of which 65,000 
are proper names; biographical entries 
here listed number 16,000, and there are 
more than 30,000 geographical names. 
The New standard does not include as 
many obsolete words as Webster’s new 
international, and the supplementary ma- 
terial is more limited. 

Articles in the prefaces and appendixes 
cover Spelling and pronunciation; 
Method of compounding words; Foreign 
language chart: Disputed pronuncia- 
tions; Rules for the simplification of 
spelling; Glossary of foreign words and 
phrases; and Statistics of population of 
the world (approximate figures in ac- 
cordance with the census of 1930). In 
addition, the New standard gives pronun- 
ciation keys at the top of the page, pho- 
netic respelling according to the N. E. A. 
scientific alphabet and the textbook sys- 
tem, syllabication, illustrations of collo- 
quial usage, idioms, quotations, pictorial 
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illustrations, synonyms and antonyms. 
The dictionary weighs 16%4 pounds. 

The following evidence indicates that 
changes since 1913 have been limited: the 
paging of the main vocabulary from A-Z 
remains the same in 1934 as in 1913 
(2757p.). When new words are in- 
serted, space is usually devised by the 
omission of a neighboring obsolete word 
and the new entry is made in smaller 
type, or occasionally a whole page has had 
to be reset. Type here and there is broken 
and worn. Some new words, as insulin, 
Babbitt (Sinclair Lewis’ book), hali- 
tosis, gadget, columnist, pre-school, ear- 
phone, rayon have been included, but the 
following are not to be found: ergosterol, 
neutron, fabrikoid, thyroxin, ear plug, 
and the current slang, e.g. yen, to con- 
tact, etc. No new editors have been ap- 
pointed to succeed those who have died. 
For example, Peary, who was special de- 
partment editor for Arctic terms, died in 
1920; Wu Ting Fang, editor for Chinese 
terms, died in 1922. It seems clear from 
the lists of editorial staff that no expert 
has worked on such fields as photography, 
Egyptian terms or archeology since the 
first publication of the dictionary. 

Information about prominent individ- 
uals is often not up-to-date; 1933 deaths 
are not mentioned in the 1934 printing. 
The brief biographical notice of Amelia 
Earhart refers to her first transatlantic 
flight but not to the solo flight in 1932. 
Sara Teasdale, Santayana, Millikan and 
Piccard are not included. The New 
standard, however, often gives fuller in- 
formation about persons than Webster, 
and it usually includes month and day of 
birth and death, as well as year. 

Only a few of the 38 illustrative plates 


have been revised, such as those on battle- 
ships, and national, signal and weather 
flags; but nothing new is shown on air- 
ships since 1923. There are 97 text illus- 
trations in the M-Mar, S-Sal sections as 
against 98 in the same parts of the new 
Webster. Considering the briefer vo- 
cabulary of the New standard, it seems 
to have a higher average of illustrations 
to the page than Webster. 

Among special features of the New 
standard which should be noted are its 
exact references to quotations. Webster 
gives exact references only to the Bible. 
The inclusion of quotations in proportion 
to vocabulary is larger than in Webster; 
the selections are longer and they are 
chosen from a wider range of sources, 
not only the classics but popular writings, 
legal works, encyclopedias, newspapers, 
etc. The New standard recognizes sim- 
plified spelling; e.g., tho, thru, esthete, 
and other words beginning with a dip- 
thong. Like Webster it prefers the Amer- 
ican spelling of humor, meter, theater, 
etc. Its introduction of antonyms was 
an innovation and the precedent is now 
followed in the new Webster. 

The New standard’s plan of grouping 
and defining word combinations under 
the main word calls for comment. This 
arrangement often is a most convenient 
one, assembling information which if dis- 
tributed throughout the book would ne- 
cessitate the turning of many pages. On 
the other hand, there is sometimes the 
uncertainty as to where to look for the 
entry, e.g., Portland cement. Compound 
words may also be confusing. Cirrostra- 
tus is found under cirrose and also under 
stratus with a reference to cloud. Cirro- 
cumulus is placed under cirrigrade. 
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The chronological table of English 
kings and the charts of grasses, apples, 
grapes, etc., are useful compilations of 
condensed information. 

Proper names are conveniently placed 
in the body of the vocabulary. How- 
ever, the error in listing Lindbergh’s 
middle name as August could have been 
easily corrected in a separate section of 
proper names. The New standard has 
16,000 biographical items as compared to 
the 13,000 of Webster. 

The popular character of the New 
standard as noted at the beginning of the 
review is exemplified in its treatment of 
word derivations and definitions. Ety- 
mologies are less thorough and definitions 
frequently briefer and less exact than in 
W ebster’s new international dictionary. 
Compare chevachee (chivachee), tartan, 
libido, etc., in the Oxford English dic- 
tionary and the two just contrasted. The 
New standard sometimes presents, as 
final, information which the Oxford or 
W ebster will differ from or consider un- 
certain. It is less up-to-date both in 
words and information than Webster, 
but the two often complement each other 
in entries and facts. ‘This is true of 
words, and of entries for famous paint- 
ings and statuary, literary allusions and 
technical terms. For this reason libra- 
ries will find it advantageous to have both 
dictionaries readily accessible. Much of 
the New standard’s information is as 
valuable as when the 1913 revision was 
published. ‘Therefore the dictionary still 
fulfills in large part its purpose, which 
is to give a reader “direct and easy ac- 
cess” to information. The New stand- 
ard is recommended for popular usage by 
libraries and individuals. 


See also Comprehensive standard dic- 
tionary; Concise standard dictionary; 
Vest-pocket standard dictionary. 


Funk & Wagnalls new standard dic- 
tionary of the English language; pre- 
pared by more than 380 specialists and 
other scholars under the supervision of 
Isaac K. Funk, editor-in-chief, Calvin 
Thomas, consulting editor, Frank H. 
Vizetelly, managing editor; also a 
standard history of the world. 31% 
cm. N. Y. and London, Funk & Wag- 
nalls co., 1934. 1913-1932. 38, 
2956p. morocco $42; 2v. edition, 
three-quarter morocco $45. 10% edu- 
cational discount. 

This subscription volume duplicates 
the last trade edition (described above) 
except for 142 additional pages which 
constitute a chronology of events ar- 
ranged by months and days. The first 
chronology which is carried only through 
1913 is supplemented by a second which 
lists no event after 1929. Two separate 
lists make consultation inconvenient and 
no excuse can be found for this arrange- 
ment in view of the simplicity of the 
work of combining them. Furthermore 
it is strange, in face of the publishers’ 
claims of up-to-date revision that events 
of the last five years have not been added. 

Such a chronology, obtainable only in 
a de luxe subscription volume sold at a 
high price, is not indispensable, even if 
it were up to date; and the expenditure, 


therefore, of so large a sum for this vol- © 


ume is unjustifiable. Not recommended. 


New century dictionary of the Eng- 
lish language; ed. by H. G. Emery 
and K. G. Brewster. New ed. 2v. 
illus. col. pl. N. Y., Appleton-Cen- 
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tury, 1933. 1927-1933. leatherette 
$12. 

See review in Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, January, 1933. The price has been 
changed from $9 to $12. The last print- 
ing is somewhat revised and some of the 
statements in the review should be read 


in the light of that fact. 


New English dictionary, see Oxford 
English dictionary. 


Oxford English dictionary, being a 
corrected re-issue, with an introduc- 
tion, supplement and bibliography, of 
A New English dictionary on histori- 
cal principles, founded mainly on the 
material collected by the Philological 
society and ed. by James A. H. Mur- 
ray, Henry Bradley, W. A. Craigie, 
C.T. Onions. Reissue. 12v. and sup- 
plement. 31 cm. Oxford, Clarendon 
Press, 1933. £21, $125 per set. 
This is a corrected edition, reprinted 

from the original plates on thinner paper 

and with smaller margins. 

In 1895 “a new name for the Diction- 
ary was introduced, though no change 
was made on the title-page. On the 
cover of the section containing Deceit to 
Deject . . . above the title, appeared for 
the first time the designation “The Ox- 
ford English Dictionary,’ which was re- 
peated on every section and part issued 
after 1 July of that year. The new name 
being more distinctive than the old has 
steadily come more and more into use, 
and the abbreviation O. E. D. tends to 
supplant N. E. D., although the lat- 
ter is still frequently employed. A third 
abbreviation, H. E. D. (with H for His- 
torical), though employed for a number 
of years in Notes and Queries, never at- 


Qn 


tained general currency. Popularly the 
work is often referred to as Murray’s, 
and the Philological Society, by a natural 
tradition, has continued to call it ‘the So- 
ciety’s Dictionary’.”—Historical Intro- 
duction, p. xx. 

Miss Mudge reviews this dictionary in 
its original published form and under 
its original name, in the 5th edition of 
her Guide to reference books, as follows: 

“Murray, Sir James Augustus Henry. 
New English dictionary on_ historical 
principles. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 
1888-1928. 10v. 33 cm. £ 52 15s. 

“The great dictionary of the language, 
compiled on a different plan from any 
of the other standard English diction- 
aries and serving a different purpose. It 
is based upon the application of the his- 
torical method to the life and use of 
words and its purpose is to show the his- 
tory of every word included from the 
date of its introduction into the language, 
showing differences in meaning, spelling, 
pronunciation, usage, etc., at different 
periods of the last 800 years, and support- 
ing such information by numerous quo- 
tations from the works of more than 
5,000 authors of all periods, including 
all writers whatever before the 16th cen- 
tury and as many as possible of the im- 
portant writers since then. 

“The vocabulary is very full, and is 
intended to include all words now in use 
or known to have been in use since 1150, 
excluding only words which had become 
obsolete by 1150. ... 

“The most important use of this dic- 
tionary is for historical information about 
a word but it has many other secondary 
uses ; €.g., while not intentionally encyclo- 
pedic, it has a good deal of encyclopedic 
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information including some not given in 
other dictionaries, and while not special- 
izing in slang, it does include many col- 
loquial and slang words, Americanisms, 
etc., and where such words are included 
the information is often better than in the 
special slang dictionaries.” 

The following note on the supplement 
to the New English dictionary is an ex- 
cerpt from Miss Mudge’s Reference 
books of 1931-1933: 

“Murray, Sir James Augustus Henry. 
New English dictionary on historical 
principles: Introduction, Supplement and 
Bibliography. 33cm. Oxford, Claren- 
don Press, 1933. xxvi, 542, 330, 9p. 
Free to subscribers to original set. 

Contents: Historical introduction, 
p.vii-xxvi; Supplement A-K, 542p., L-Z, 
325p.; List of spurious words, p. 327-30; 
Bibliography, i.e., list of books most com- 
monly quoted in the Dictionary, 91p.... 

“A partial, not a complete, supple- 
ment, in that it does not comprise all 
supplementary material collected since 
the publication of the first parts of the 
original work but is limited in the main 
to new words and senses of the past 50 
years with inclusion also of: 

(1) other items of modern origin and 

currency omitted in the main work 

(2) earlier evidence of American uses 

(3) some correction or amplification 

of previous definitions to bring the 

work into line with recent research. 

Recent words added include especially 

scientific and technical terms, collo- 

quialisms and slang, and larger 
proportion of proper names than in the 

original work” .. . 

This supplement is included in the re- 
issue of the work which was given the 


new title, Oxford English dictionary. 
The Oxford English dictionary is rec- 

ommended for the use of scholars and 

students. 

See also Concise Oxford dictionary; 
Pocket Oxford dictionary; Shorter Ox- 
ford English dictionary. 

The Shorter Oxford English diction- 
ary on historical principles; prepared 
by William Little, H. W. Fowler, 
J. Coulson; rev. and ed. by C. T. 
Onions. 2v. 28cm. Oxford, Claren- 
don press, 1933. 22, 8, 2475p. $18. 
The Shorter Oxford English diction- 

ary is the first large abridgment of the 

New English dictionary, commonly 

known as the Oxford dictionary. The 

previous abridgments (Concise Oxford 
dictionary and Pocket Oxford diction- 
ary) are practical rather than historical 
and of the desk or pocket size. ‘This 
abridgment is comparable in size to Web- 
ster’s new international and Funk and 

Wagnalls’ New standard dictionary. 

The parent work contains 10 volumes, 

comprising about 15,500 pages, and the 

reissue 12 volumes and supplement. The 

Shorter Oxford is in 2 volumes of ap- 

proximately 2,500 pages. Condensation 

has evidently been accomplished by a con- 
siderable reduction of margins, the use 
of fewer quotations, an increase of ab- 
breviations and the deletion of some 

words. . 

The greatest cut is in the number of 
quotations. For example, there are 15 
quotations to illustrate the 30 words be- 
ginning with Bab which have main en- 
tries in the Shorter Oxford and 178 
quotations in the larger work. Yet even 
with this cut, in the section E-Ea there 
are over 70 more quotations in the 
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Shorter Oxford than in Webster and the 
New standard. For Shakespeare and 
the Bible the exact sources are given. 
The New standard has exact references 
for all quotations, Webster for the Bible 
only. 

In the selection of words from the 
New English dictionary fewer words 
have been eliminated than might be ex- 
pected. Of 1,758 main entries in this 
work from A through Ac there are 1,281 
in the Shorter Oxford dictionary. A 
count of the first hundred omitted in the 
smaller reveals the fact that the defini- 
tions of 33 are combined with those of 
other words and so are included though 
not as main entries. Others are obsolete, 
verb forms, compounds, etc. The most 
conspicuous word of 1932, technocracy, 
is included, but cellophane, neutron and 
positron are not to be found. 

The list of abbreviations and signs in 
the Shorter Oxford contains almost twice 
as many entries as that in the New Eng- 
lish dictionary. The abbreviations, used 
in condensing the latter’s information, 
are generally quite clear. 

A count of the E-Ea main entries of 
the New standard dictionary, 1934 re- 
print, reveals that it has 140 entries not 
in the Shorter Oxford and there are 21 
in the Shorter Oxford not in the New 
standard. The Shorter Oxford includes 
no biographical and very few geograph- 
ical items while Webster and the New 
standard are richin both. ‘There are 275 
entries in the same section in the 1934 
Webster which are not in the Shorter 
Oxford, and only 27 in the Oxford which 
are not in Webster. Several of these are 
geographical, which terms are listed in a 
separate alphabet in Webster. Among 


Ld 


the 275 additional Webster entries are 
obsolete and dialectal words and re- 
formed spellings. 

Both the New international and the 
New standard have many illustrations ; 
Shorter Oxford has none. The Shorter 
Oxford has only information about 
words, while extraneous encyclopedic 
facts are given in the other two. It capi- 
talizes every entry; the others capitalize 
only proper names and their derivatives. 
It does not indicate syllabication. 

The Shorter Oxford dictionary, like 
its source, the New English dictionary, 
is of special value for its scholarly treat- 
ment of word derivation and history, and 
the dated information it gives about the 
latter. Since, however, it is primarily a 
British dictionary, libraries in the United 
States that can buy only one large dic- 
tionary will find Webster’s new inter- 
national, 1934, or Funk & Wagnalls’ 
New standard dictionary more useful. 
Recommended. 

See also Oxford English dictionary. 
The Universal dictionary of the Eng- 

lish language; ed. by Henry Cecil 

Wyld, Merton professor of English 

language and literature in the Univer- 

sity of Oxford. 29cm. N. Y., Dut- 
tion, 1932. 20, 1413p. $10.50, 
42s (printed in Great Britain). 

The publishers planned this work to 
be a book of moderate and medium size, 
distinctly smaller than Webster, but con- 
siderably larger than the Concise Oxford. 
From the latter, the present dictionary 
was to be distinguished not so much by 
the inclusion of a larger number of words 
as by a fuller and less condensed mode of 
treatment. More space was allowed for 
actual definitions, illustrative examples, 
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etymologies, discussions of changes in 
meaning, etc. 

“No claim is made to original research 
in the etymologies. The editor’s task has 
been mainly that of collecting, and select- 
ing from the materials supplied by . . . 
Bradley, Skeat, Kluge, Meyer-Lubke, 
Walde, Boisacq, and others, and present- 
ing their results so as to throw light upon 
particular problems. Here and there an 
original suggestion has been thrown out.” 
—Preface by Henry Cecil Wyld. 

The vocabulary, said to number nearly 
200,000 words, brings the Universal into 
the class of the New century, 2 v., Ap- 
pleton-Century ($12), reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, January 1933. 
Nominally the former lists 15% more 
words than the latter. Actually the num- 
ber of words and policy of inclusion are 
similar, with only a difference in arrange- 
ment. The Universal’s separate listing of 
derivatives increases its total number of 
words, while the New century groups 
and defines these under the root word. 

The Universal differs from the New 
century and other general, comprehensive 
dictionaries in the omission of such fea- 
tures as syllabication and word division, 
synonyms and antonyms, pictorial illus- 
trations and encyclopedic information. 
Few quotations from literature are found. 
The appendix contains a list of “famil- 
iar” abbreviations. 

Pronunciation is indicated by phonetic 
respelling in two forms; the first uses 
familiar symbols but is less exact; the 
second employing unfamiliar symbols is 
more accurate but difficult. Since words 
are not divided into syllables, it is not 
always easy to decide on the exact pro- 
nunciation. 


Definitions are concise and clear. 
Parts of speech and variant plurals are 
indicated. [Illustrations of idioms, col- 
loquialisms, dialectal and proverbial ex- 
pressions are freely given. 

Certain recent words are omitted, such 
as behaviorism, balsa wood, B battery, 
autogiro, fabrikoid, stratosphere, tech- 
nocracy, egocentric, Schick test, but the 
dictionary includes rayon, gadget, vita- 
min, television, airport, and hangar. 
When considered as a part of familiar 
speech, foreign words, and biographical 
and geographical names are included. 
Fascist and Bolshevik are defined, but 
not Nazi. 

The appearance of the page is attrac- 
tive. Each word entry stands out in 
blackface type. The pages are divided 
into three columns of short lines. The 
use of sharply defined, leaded type on 
opaque white paper increases legibility. 

The Universal is admirable within its 
scope, and is recommended where it can 
be afforded; its information on word his- 
tory and current usage will be helpful in 
supplementing the New century. How- 
ever, when it is necessary to choose be- 
tween the two for use in the American 
home or library, the New century is the 
better purchase because of more compre- 
hensive information and its emphasis on 
United States usage. 
Webster’s new international diction- 

ary of the English language, a 

Merriam-Webster; William Allan 

Neilson, editor-in-chief; Thomas A. 

Knott, general editor; Paul W. Car- 

hart, managing editor. 2d ed. rev. and 

enl. 31cm. Springfield, Mass., G. & 

C. Merriam co., 1934. 96, 3210p. 

buckram $20, sheep $25; India pap. 
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buckram $27.50, lea. $35; 2v. buck- 

ram $27.50, lea. $35. 10% discount 

to schools, colleges and public libraries. 

From a small book of 70,000 words in 
1828, Webster’s dictionary has grown 
through the years to the revised volume 
of 1934, which includes 600,000 words, 
compounds, phrases, names and abbrevia- 
tions. It was first entitled the New inter- 
national dictionary in 1909. This was a 
thoroughly revised and reset edition and 
is now termed the first edition. (For 
further details of history see Mudge, 
Guide to reference books, 5th ed.) 

It should be noted at once that all the 
features which have in the past contrib- 
uted so essentially to the thorough treat- 
ment of Webster’s new international are 
retained, such as etymology, parts of 
speech, plurals, respelling and pronuncia- 
tion, syllabication, designation of a 
word’s status, the attaching of numbers 
to the various meanings (chronologically 
arranged according to the word’s his- 
tory), cross references, etc. 

The revision policy is explained in the 
preface of William A. Neilson, editor: 

“The present work, Webster’s New 
International Dictionary, 2d edition, is 
the result of a... detailed scrutiny of 
every feature: choice of vocabulary, 
etymologies, pronunciations, definitions, 
typography, pictorial illustrations and ar- 
rangement. Apart from the normal ad- 
vance of knowledge which has had to be 
assimilated in each successive edition, the 
present editors have had to reckon with 
the increased pace in scientific progress 
in the last generation, the extraordinary 
number and importance of new inven- 
tions, the revolutionary changes in art, 
and, above all, the far-reaching effects 


of the World War, not only on military 
science, politics, economics and geography, 
but on practically every field of thought 
and action. Space has had to be found 
for thousands of new terms and new uses 
of old terms, and this demand has made 
necessary a fresh judgment on the claims 
of many parts of the old vocabulary... . 
In general, words which had become ob- 
solete before 1500 have been omitted, 
but the whole vocabulary of Chaucer has 
been retained. ... 

“In the more technical fields, resort 
has been made to specialists, no fewer 
than two hundred and seven scholars, 
scientists, and experts having been 
charged with collecting, choosing and 
defining terms in their respective fields.” 

There are some differences in the 
make-up which at once become apparent. 
The new dictionary is thicker by 466 
pages. The upper, lower and outside 
margins are narrower, but it will be ob- 
served with pleasure that greater width 
has been given the inner margins. The 
type is larger and more distinct, the vo- 
cabulary words standing out clearly in 
boldface. The paper, whiter in tone, 
is comparable in quality to that of the 
earlier edition. ‘The appearance of the 
page is improved by the great reduction 
in space occupied by the second alphabet 
in the lower section of the page. 

The increase in size is accounted for 
not only by the use of larger type and 
the inclusion of thousands of new words, 
but also by changes in arrangement, ex- 
pansion of scope, and greater attention to 
detail, for example: (1) the revision of 
a word’s definitions; sometimes they are 
fuller, sometimes additional meanings are 
given; (2) the transfer of many words to 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 














60 SuBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





the main body of the alphabet, which in 
the older edition were printed in small 
type in the lower section of the page; (3) 
the marked development of the encyclo- 
pedic phase of the dictionary; (4) the 
introduction of antonyms (not a feature 
of the earlier edition) and the increase 
of synonyms; (5) the addition of new 
color plates and photographic plates in 
black and white; (6) the listing of verb 
phrases under a verb in the main alpha- 
bet, such as clear the deck under clear; 
make. a clean breast of under make; (7) 
many new combinations of words, e.g., 
30 words in three columns under clay, 
such as clay mixer, etc.; (8) extended use 
of cross references. 

Attention is also called to the follow- 
ing changes: .The United States census 
figures of 1930 have been used. The ap- 
pended lists, A Pronouncing biographical 
dictionary (13,000 entries) and A Pro- 
nouncing gazetteer (35,000 entries) are 
comprehensive and up-to-date. (In giv- 
ing pronunciation of the names in the 
latter list the practice of the United States 
Geographic Board and that of the Royal 
Geographic Society has, as a rule, been 
followed.) ‘Ten of the 16 color plates are 
new, picturing birds, insects, color charts 
and spectrum, gems and flowers. ‘There 
are 15 new black and white plates, in- 
cluding 4 pages of portraits of editors, 
and plates of aircraft, architecture, auto- 
mobiles, bridges, constellations, etc. The 
color plates of flags have been brought to 
date. 

The new edition does not print a list 
of the authors quoted, and it has dropped 
the classified selection of pictorial illus- 
trations. ‘There is naturally no prefixed 
list of new words as in the 1928 reprint. 


The History of the English language, the 
long section of pronunciation and the 
lists of Arbitrary signs used in writing 
and printing have been retained and re- 
vised, and Forms of address and a List 
of abbreviations with 5,000 entries have 
been added to the appendix. 

A comparison of the Ea- sections of 
the 1930 reprint and the new Webster 
illustrates specifically some of the changes 
in inclusion and arrangement which pre- 
vail throughout the new edition: 

The latter contains 451 entries in this 
part of the main alphabet, compared with 
147 in the former. One hundred and 
eighteen of these 451 were originally in 
the lower section of the page of the 1930 
reprint. The 124 words not included in 
the main Ea alphabet of the old Webster 
were commented on in notes under main 
entries, or are dialectal, obsolete, rare, 
slang, botanical, colloquial, or references. 
The other new entries in this section of 
the 1934 Webster are largely special 
terms from science, political economy, 
etc., or are phrases of an encyclopedic 
nature. There are, for instance, 29 com- 
binations which begin with early, as early 
blueberry, early goldenrod, only 4 of 
which are noticed in any way in the old 
Webster. Other new entries of this type 
are eagle flower, earth conductivity 
method, earthquake insurance, Easter 
bonnet, Eastern Star, Order of the, Easy 
Street, etc. In the corresponding section 
of the Shorter Oxford, there are 136 
main entries; the New standard has 240 
and the New century, 81. 

Because of the value of the dictionary 
as a whole, it seems ungrateful to ques- 
tion any of its solutions of the many prob- 
lems which have arisen in the preparation 
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of the new edition. The wisdom of cer- 
tain choices is sometimes debatable. For 
example, the continuance of the arrange- 
ment of words in two alphabetical 
sections on a page and the separate bio- 
graphical and geographical lists, when 
everything might have been placed in one 
alphabet, may be questioned. Important 
Biblical, legendary and mythological 
names, book titles and literary and art 
allusions are listed in the main vocabulary, 
not in the appended name lists, whereas 
an out-of-the-way Biblical name is re- 
duced to the lower section of the page. 
The reader may have to search for such 
a name in four alphabets. There will be 
disappointment over the omission of such 
well-known names as Amelia Earhart, 
John R. Mott, Sherwood Eddy, Will 
Durant, etc., from the pronouncing bio- 
graphical dictionary. Again, the separate 
gazetteer often necessitates turning to 
the main vocabulary for additional 
geographical information. 

The second edition of Webster has 
fewer illustrations in proportion to the 
number of entries than the 1909 edition. 
A comparison of the sections M-Mar 
and S-Sal in the two reveals that the older 
Webster had 95 illustrations and the 
new, with its increased vocabulary, has 98. 

There are also fewer quotations in the 
new Webster than in the first edition. 
The 1930 printing contained 431 quota- 
tions in the M-Mar and S-Sal sections, 
largely from standard literary sources. 
The 1934 revised edition includes half 
this number with a larger proportion of 
colloquial quotations. Funk and Wag- 
nalls’ New standard lists 308 quotations 
in these sections, which is a more generous 
proportion when its shorter vocabulary 


and one-alphabet arrangement are con- 
sidered. It is doubtful whether the in- 
troduction of some of the new entries in 
the 2d edition of Webster is worth the 
loss of quotations. One has only to use 
the New English dictionary or its abridg- 
ment, the Shorter Oxford, to realize how 
generously quotations can be supplied 
and how invaluable is their contribution 
when they are wisely chosen. 

Where so much is new, it has of course 
been necessary to make sacrifices. Stu- 
dents may object to the transliteration of 
Greek derivations of words into the 
English alphabet, which is less exact 
than the Greek characters. There is the 
disadvantage of the increased weight 
(now 17%4 pounds). The introduction of 
the many new word combinations makes 
the alphabet more difficult to use. There 
is also the increase in encyclopedic infor- 
mation. How far can a dictionary be 
expected to develop this phase? How 
large a percentage of users are sufficiently 
familiar with this aspect of a dictionary 
to avail themselves of what is now prac- 
tically becoming a general reference 
book? Many of these reflections arise 
only because of the generosity of in- 
clusion and efforts to make the dictionary 
of supreme value. 

The work of the specialists in the 
various fields has been thorough and 
scholarly, and Webster’s new interna- 
tional dictionary, up-to-date, clear and 
accurate, is, because of these qualities and 
its inclusive treatment of American and 
English usage, indispensable in Ameri- 
can homes, schools and libraries. Recom- 
mended. 

See also Webster’s elementary school 
dictionary (1932); Webster’s shorter 
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school dictionary (1933); Webster’s 
little gem dictionary (1924). 


The 1930 reprint edition of Webster’s 
new international is being offered “at a 
saving of over one-third” by William H. 
Wise and co. Librarians should know 
that this is the surplus stock of the last 
older edition, which has been taken over 
by a distributor. 


Webster’s new international diction- 
ary of the English language, a 
Merriam-Webster; William Allan 
Neilson, editor-in-chief; Thomas A. 
Knott, general editor; Paul W. Car- 
hart, managing editor. 2d ed. rev. and 
enl. with reference history. 3lcm. 
Springfield, Mass., G. & C. Merriam 
co., 1934. 96, 3210, 360p. fabrikoid, 
cash, $31.50; India pap., fabrikoid 
$38.50, lea. $47.50. 10% discount to 
schools, colleges and public libraries. 
This reference history edition is not 

sold in stores but only by subscription, 
direct to customers, and on monthly pay- 
ments if desired, for a small, additional 
carrying charge. Except for the history 
supplement of 360 pages, it is identical 
with the 1934 trade edition. 

The editors of the reference history 
supplement are Albert Bushnell Hart 
(modern and nineteenth century period), 
in collaboration with William Scott 
Ferguson (ancient history), Everett 
Kimball (historical outlines and chro- 
nologies of national histories, lives of the 
presidents of the United States), Charles 
Howard MclIlwain (medieval period), 
Bernadotte Everly Schmitt (World war 
and post-war history), and Milton Con- 
over (states of the United States, in- 


cluding historical outlines and chro- 
nology). 

The supplement, revised and brought 
to date, gives concise résumés, with chro- 
nologies, of world history, national his- 
tories (alphabetically arranged), his- 
tories of the states of the United States, 
Canada and provinces, and careers of the 
presidents of the United States. In- 
cluded also are the constitution of the 
United States, population of the hun- 
dred largest cities of the United States, 
recent statistics of various nations of 
the world, a new table of synchronized 
world history, 8 maps in color (several 
of them new), 9 new photogravures, in- 
cluding portraits of the presidents of the 
United States. The topical index of 50 
pages refers to 55,000 entries. 

Librarians are likely to look askance at 
the combination of a history and a dic- 
tionary, especially when this additional 
feature adds $11.50 to the cost of the 
latter. The contents of the reference 
history would fill several volumes if 
printed in octavo size, so the expense is 
not as great as at first appears. A point 
to be considered is whether the con- 
venience of having such comprehensive 
information, in condensed form, in one 
accessible place is worth its cost. Con- 
sultation of the reference history will 
naturally interfere with the use of the 
dictionary itself; and the constant de- 
mands upon the dictionary will obstruct 
the use of the reference history supple- 
ment. ‘The latter difficulty is said in 
some libraries to have led to the mutila- 
tion of the history. 

Libraries, homes and schools rich in 
books and able to use their own well- 
stocked shelves for reference, will not 
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need this subscription edition, and for 
them this edition is not recommended. 
There remain, however, the many homes, 
small schools and libraries, especially in 
rural districts, often inadequately sup- 


MEDIUM-SIZED 


College standard dictionary, see Prac- 


tical standard dictionary. 


A Concise etymological dictionary 
of modern English; ed. by Ernest 
Weekley. 2014 cm. London, John 
Murray; N. Y., Dutton, 1929. 984 
columns. $2.50. 

This book has been abridged from the 
author’s Etymological dictionary of mod- 
ern English, published in 1921, by short- 
ening the description of word sources and 
omitting quotations. A check of certain 
sections shows that no words have been 
omitted, and certain new scientific terms 
have been added, as insulin, radio, rodeo. 

The information given for each word 
includes the language or languages from 
which it came, and the word from which 
it was derived. Usually a one word defi- 
nition is given. Compounds and deriva- 
tives that can be inferred from the simple 
word are not listed. A word derived 
from some literary character or famous 
place is so described, i.e., “Grundy, Mrs., 
Character in Morton’s Speed the plough 
(1798).” 

This is a very useful book in any li- 
brary. Recommended. 

See also Etymological dictionary of 
modern English. 


The Concise Oxford dictionary of 
current English, adapted by H. W. 


plied with books of historical reference. 
For these, the historical supplement will 
answer many questions. The subscrip- 
tion edition is recommended only where 
it is thought its use will justify the cost. 


DICTIONARIES 


Fowler and F. G. Fowler, new ed. 

rev. by H. W. Fowler. 19cm. Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1929. xv, 1444p. 

$3.50-$10. 

This is a British dictionary which fol- 
lows the methods used by the editors of 
the great Oxford English dictionary. It 
is comparable in size and contents to 
W ebster’s secondary-school dictionary. 

Many new words have been added to 
the original edition of 1911, including 
such words as Fascism and intelligentsia. 
A large amount of space is given to ex- 
plaining the idiomatic use of pronouns, 
prepositions and conjunctions. The vari- 
ous forms and compounds are listed under 
the first word rather than as separate 
words. According to the preface, it gives 
many colloquial, facetious, slang and 
vulgar expressions, with a warning as to 
their use attached, rather than many 
technical and scientific terms. Copious 
use is made of sentences to illustrate spe- 
cific uses of words, e. g., a whole page is 
devoted to the word go. The definitions 
of the less common words are quite brief 
though clear. The spelling is that of the 
Oxford English dictionary. American 
spellings are not given. 

Nuttall’s standard dictionary of the 
English language, published the same year 
at $3.00, is preferable as a dictionary for 
general use for it includes more words 
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than does the Concise Oxford dictionary. 
The Concise Oxford dictionary is how- 
ever a most useful work on the English 
usage of words and for allusions to Eng- 
lish terms and names. Recommended 
for libraries wanting a small British dic- 
tionary which emphasizes usage. 

See also Pocket Oxford dictionary of 
current English. 


The Desk standard dictionary of the 
English language designed to give 
the orthography, pronunciation, mean- 
ing and etymology of about 83,000 
words and phrases in the speech and 
literature of the English-speaking 
peoples; 1200 pictorial illustrations; 
abridged from the Funk and Wagnalls 
New standard dictionary of the Eng- 
lish language by James C. Fernald; 
a new edition augmented and carefully 
rev. by Frank H. Vizetelly. 2214 cm. 
N. Y., Funk & Wagnalls co., 1934 
(c1915-1934). 894p. cloth $2; in- 
dexed $2-$12. 

The High school standard dictionary 
of the English language . . . cloth $2; 
indexed $2.50. 

The two titles given above are iden- 
tical in contents and paging. 

This dictionary is arranged on the 
same principle as the Practical standard 
dictionary; that is, with all words in one 
vocabulary and with the common mean- 
ing first. It contains all the important 
words found in the English classics, in- 
cluding some of the obsolete ones found 
in Shakespeare and Milton. Many new 
scientific terms are included, as well as 
names of new countries of Europe and 
the new names for some of the old cities, 
for example, U. S. S. R., Leningrad. 


The information given about each 
word includes the spelling, the pronuncia- 
tion indicated by the Revised scientific 
alphabet and also in the Textbook key, 
the part of speech, plurals, the defini- 
tion, the derivation, synonyms and anto- 
nyms. Words that should be written 
with a capital are so indicated. Twelve 
hundred foreign words and phrases are 
listed in an appendix. The 1930 census 
figures are given for the leading cities of 
the United States. Biographical ma- 
terial has been brought down to 1933. 

It is a very good dictionary and either 
this or Webster’s secondary-school dic- 
tionary should be in the hands of every 
secondary school student. It would be 
useful too in the home and the office. 
Recommended. 

See also Funk and Wagnalls New 


standard dictionary. 


A Dictionary of English pronuncia- 
tion with American variants in pho- 
netic transcription, by H. E. Palmer, J. 
Victor Martin, F. G. Blandford. 
18% cm. N. Y., Appleton-Century, 
1927. xlix, 436p. $2. [5s Heffers.] 
This book cannot be called a dictionary 

in the sense that the other books reviewed 

here are, for it does not define a word 
nor give its derivation nor the part of 
speech. It comprises a list of 9,000 words 
with the pronunciations spelled phonet- 
ically. Each page is divided into three 
columns, giving the traditional spelling 
of the main word and its inflections, the 

English pronunciation and any American 

variations of the English. 

It is not needed in the school library 
or the smaller public library, but is 
recommended for purchase by libraries 
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where there are students of phonetics 
or foreigners learning English. 


The Executive’s desk book, a practical 
manual of correct usage in business, 
official and social activities, including 
the Winston simplified dictionary; ed. 
by William Dodge Lewis, Henry 
Seidel Canby and Thomas Kite Brown, 
Jr.; special chapters on business prob- 
lems, ed. by William Joseph Pelo. 
22% cm. Phila., Winston co., c1934. 
482, 1492p. $5.95. 

The desk manual section which pre- 
cedes the dictionary is a revised and en- 
larged edition of that published in 1932 
with the title The secretary’s manual, a 
modern guide to correct English, with 
approved forms for business, official and 
social correspondence by Thomas Kite 
Brown, W. J. Pelo and Violet Bender 
(Winston, 1932. 321p.). A few minor 
changes in the original text have been 
made. Several chapters have been added, 
e.g., Digest of business laws, by James 
P. Gifford and Gustave Simons; Money 
and money standards, by Dr. Frank 
Parker; The Principles of merchandis- 
ing, advertising and salesmanship, by 
Herbert W. Hess and Richard R. Mead; 
Visualizing your business by graphs, by 
Harold M. Lufkin; and a Historical 
chronology. 

The text of the dictionary is the same 
as that of the Winston simplified diction- 
ary; encyclopedic edition, and the ap- 
pendix is identical with that of the 
school edition (Advanced) of this dic- 
tionary. 

Recommended for office or library use. 

See also the Winston simplified diction- 
ary; encyclopedic edition. 


High school standard dictionary of 
the English language, see Desk stand- 
ard dictionary. 


Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new stand- 
ard American dictionary of the Eng- 
lish language ; comp. and ed. by E. T. 
Roe, with the assistance of prominent 
specialists; all current words, includ- 
ing those that have recently come into 
use covering the late discoveries in the 
arts and sciences. All vocabulary 
words in strictly alphabetical order, 
spelled out in full, phonetically re- 
spelled and fully defined. Degrees of 
adjectives, past tense and participles of 
verbs given in all cases with etymolo- 
gies, synonyms and antonyms. An ap- 
pendix of English verbal distinctions 
and current abbreviations and contrac- 
tions. Encyclopedic features, portraits 
of different nationalities, and geograph- 
ical and mythological names included 
in the general vocabulary. Supplemen- 
tal dictionaries of biography, foreign 
phrases, fictitious characters in litera- 
ture, familiar allusions, maxims and 
proverbs, language of flowers, law 
terms, Biblical names, Greek and 
Latin proper names and pseudonyms. 
Chicago, Laidlaw bros., cl1911 by 
William H. Lee, c1912-1929. xxii, 
1414p. 25 full-page pl. 2500 pictorial 
illus. School ed. buckram $4.50; li- 
brary ed. full goat $7. 

The information on the title page fully 
describes the scope of the book. The title 
page also carries the note, “Laird & Lee’s 
series of school dictionaries are in no way 
related to, based on, or abridged from 
the so-called International dictionary or 
any other works issued by the publishers 
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of the dictionary.” The book was orig- 
inally published in 1911 and there has 
not been much revision since then. Some 
new words have been plugged into the 
old plates, but many of the newer words 
have not been included, such as air mail, 
batik, Fascist, or robot. 

The words defined are printed in small 
capitals, with words that should be capi- 
talized so indicated. ‘The type is very 
black and heavy and fairly dances in front 
of one’s eyes. The book defines 65,000 
words. 

It is not recommended, for Webster's 
secondary-school dictionary or Funk and 
Wagnalls High school dictionary or 
Winston simplified dictionary; advanced 
edition (encyclopedic) is superior to it. 


Nuttall’s standard dictionary of the 
English language based on the labours 
of the most eminent lexicographers, 
new and greatly enl. ed. comprising 
many thousands of new words which 
modern literature, science, art and 
sport have called into existence, with 
pronunciations, etymologies, defini- 
tions, appendixes of useful informa- 
tion, illustrations, etc., ed. and rev. by 
W. J. Gordon, assisted by Ian F. D. 
Morrow and A. L. Haydon, with an 
article on the pronunciation of foreign 
words by A. Lloyd James. 5th ed. 
with extended supplement. 21 cm. 
London, Frederick Warne, cl1929- 
1932. unpaged. 106p. in appendix. 
$3. 

This is a dictionary of London Eng- 
lish, containing over 125,000 entries, 
which is used in many of the schools of 
England. Only the British spelling of 
words is found. The words defined are 


printed in small boldface capitals which 
make them easy to read, but those words 
which should be capitalized in ordinary 
usage cannot be distinguished. The pro- 
nunciation is indicated by phonetic spell- 
ing. The definitions are clear and exact. 
There are no quotations from literature 
but frequent sentences showing the spe- 
cific use of words. There are many un- 
usual forms and compounds of words, 
such as the inflection of verbs, which are 
not found in the American dictionaries 
of like size. A few small cuts are the 
only illustrations. 

The volume also contains a guide to 
the correct pronunciation of several 
European languages in which the sounds 
are shown in the new international signs, 
a group of foreign and other words and 
phrases, a long list of abbreviations, a 
list of geographical names, a summary 
of Esperanto, a catalog of coins and a col- 
lection of signs and symbols. The paper 
and binding are good. 

Recommended where a dictionary of 
exclusively British usage is desired. 


The Practical standard dictionary of 
the English language, designed to give 
the orthography, pronunciation, mean- 
ing, and etymology of over 140,000 
words and phrases in the speech and 


literature of the English-speaking 
peoples, with synonyms, antonyms 
and prepositions, containing also an 
appendix of foreign phrases used in 
English speech and literature, 2500 
pictorial illustrations, abridged from 
the Funk and Wagnalls New stand- 
ard dictionary of the English language 
by Frank H. Vizetelly. 2314 cm. 
N. Y. and London, Funk & Wagnalls, 
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1934. 1922-1934. 1309p. cloth 
$5; buckram $6; Bible paper $5- 
$7.50. 

This is also published as the College 
standard. 

The Practical standard is abridged 
from the Funk & Wagnalls New stand- 
ard dictionary. It is comparable in size 
and scope to Webster’s collegiate, though 
somewhat different in make-up and ar- 
rangement. The entire contents of the 
book are arranged in one alphabet so that 
the person consulting it needs to look 
in only one place for the particular word 
or name sought. 

The pronunciation is indicated accord- 
ing to two systems of diacritical marks: 
The Revised scientific alphabet, adopted 
by the National Education Association in 
1911, and the Textbook key. When 
words have more than one pronunciation, 
the preferences of the Advisory commit- 
tee on Disputed pronunciations have 
been recorded. 

Another way in which this dictionary 
differs from Webster’s collegiate is that 
the definitions are arranged so that the 
most common meaning is given first. The 
difficulty here would be in deciding which 
meaning is the common one for all users. 
The words are defined by explanatory 
statements rather than by synonyms. 
Words that should be written with cap- 
itals are so printed. Some 6,000 syno- 
nyms and many antonyms are listed, the 
latter being a feature not found in 
W ebster’s collegiate dictionary. 

Compound words are usually listed 
under the first part of the word, rather 
than as a separate word, i.e., king-fisher 
and king-bird are listed in the paragraph 
defining king. The correct use of pro- 


nouns is emphasized. The etymology 
of the word is printed after all the defi- 
nitions instead of immediately following 
the part of speech as in Webster. 

Many of the newer scientific terms re- 
lating to aeronautics and to the radio are 
included. Biographical facts are care- 
fully brought down to date, to include 
such items as Amelia Earhart’s flight, 
Galsworthy’s death in 1933, the fact that 
he won the Nobel prize in 1932, and 
Roosevelt as president of the United 
States. The population figures for cities 
are those of 1920, though several pages 
of 1930 census figures are included in 
the volume. 

A letter from the publisher calls our 
attention to the fact that this dictionary 
contains several hundred definitions sup- 
plied by the Christian Science Church, 
illustrating its particular understanding 
of the meaning of certain words as related 
to its belief. The only appendix is a 
ten-page list of Foreign words, phrases, 
etc., current in English literature. 

Either this book or the Webster with 
which it has been compared is recom- 
mended for the student and for use in 
the home or the office. 

See also Funk & Wagnalls New stand- 
ard dictionary. 


Webster's academic dictionary. 
N. Y., Am. bk. co., 1895. illus. $2.12; 
indexed $2.20. 

This is quite out-of-date. It has been 
superseded by Webster’s secondary-school 
dictionary which is reviewed in this issue. 
Not recommended. 


Webster’s collegiate dictionary, 4th 
ed. of the Merriam series, the largest 
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abridgment of Webster’s new inter- 

national dictionary of the English lan- 

guage, 1700 illustrations. 2214 cm. 

Springfield, Mass., G. & C. Merriam 

co., 1934. 1916-1931. xl, 1222p. 

illus. cloth $4, buckram $5 (5 

pounds) ; Bible pap., cloth $3.50, other 

bindings $5-$7.50. 

This is one of the most useful of all 
the abridged dictionaries for use in the 
home, the school and the study of the 
college student. It contains 106,000 
words and 1700 small illustrations in- 
serted in the text. There are no maps. It 
is abridged from Webster’s new interna- 
tional, published in 1909, and since 1916 
has been kept up-to-date by the inclusion 
of a section of New words. In the 1934 
edition there are 14 pages of new words 
and two of new biographical names. Un- 
doubtedly there will be a new edition of 
the Collegiate within a few years, based 
on the 1934 Second edition of the 
W ebster’s new international, which will 
incorporate all of these additions into the 
main work. 

The Collegiate gives very full infor- 
mation about each word. The pronuncia- 
tion is shown by the simple system of 
marks used in all the Webster diction- 
aries. If there are two possible pro- 
nunciations or spellings of a word, both 
are given. ‘The spelling of irregular 
plurals is indicated. Parts of speech are 
given and capitalization is indicated. 

The derivation is abbreviated from 
that given in the New international. 
Controversial matter is omitted, as well 
as cognate forms. 

Definitions have been taken directly 
from the New international though fre- 
quently modified to obtain greater brevity 





or directness. They are arranged in his- 
torical order to show the growth of the 
meaning of a word. Obsolete senses of 
words have been included when essential 
to the historical growth of the language 
or when found in works still widely read. 
The definitions are clear and concise, yet 
full enough to be accurate. Occasionally, 
word usage is clarified by explanatory 
sentences but quotations are not included 
as in the New international. Variations 
of words are included under the original 
words and are not separate entries. 

The valuable synonym information of 
the unabridged Webster is in large part 
included in the Collegiate dictionary. 
Antonyms are not given, as in Funk & 
Wagnalls Practical standard. 

There are several useful supplements 
in the appendix: A Pronouncing glos- 
sary of Scottish words and phrases; Vo- 
cabulary of rimes; Population of places 
in the United States having more than 
5,000 inhabitants in 1930; Pronouncing 
gazetteer; A Pronouncing biographical 
dictionary; Common English Christian 
names; Foreign words and phrases; Ab- 
breviations used in writing and printing; 
Punctuation; Use of capitals; Arbitrary 
signs used in writing and printing. The 
separation of these special dictionaries 
from the main text facilitates revision of 
the information they contain. 

The population figures in the Pro- 
nouncing gazetteer are those of the 1920 
census, but a list of figures for 1930 just 
precedes it. 

On the whole the volume is very satis- 
factory and either this, Funk and Wag- 
nalls Practical standard dictionary, or 
Winston simplified; encyclopedic is 
recommended for purchase by every col- 
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lege student for his personal library, for 
a desk book for any writer, for libraries 
needing a smaller dictionary in addition 
to the larger work, or, in fact, for any 
one wanting a handy dictionary that is 
also full. 

See also Webster’s new international 
dictionary. 


Webster’s new ideal dictionary, 
abridged from Webster’s new inter- 
national dictionary. 20 cm. Spring- 
field, Mass., G. & C. Merriam co., 
1931. c1913. 1006p. $2. 

This is a smaller dictionary than the 
Secondary-school dictionary. Obsolete 
and the less used words are omitted. 
Definitions are brief. Pronunciations 
are given in the well-known Websterian 
system of symbols. The parts of speech 
are indicated. The spelling of plurals, 
the forms of adjectives and adverbs, and 
case forms of pronouns are given. The 
use of capitals is indicated. Some syno- 
nyms are listed. The last hundred pages 
are encyclopedic, giving many tables of 
weights and measures, coins, holidays, 
etc. 

It apparently has not been revised since 
1913 except by the addition of four pages 
of addenda which contain words largely 
connected with the war. 

The book is out-of-date, and is not 
recommended. 

See also Webster’s new international 
dictionary. 


Webster’s new standard dictionary 
of the English language designed for 
high school, academic and collegiate 
grades, comprising hundreds of new 
words, phonetically re-spelled, with 


full definitions and pronunciation, 
etymologies, synonyms and antonyms ; 
ancient and modern letters; addenda 
of legal terms, rhyming dictionary, 
simplified spelling, dictionaries of bi- 
ography and geography. Character- 
istic portraits of various nationalities. 
World map of English language, offi- 
cial map of Panama canal, state and 
territorial seals, chromolithographed 
sun spectrum with primary colors and 
their combinations, color scale; comp. 
and ed. by E. T. Roe, with the assist- 
ance of prominent specialists ; abridged 
from Webster’s new standard diction- 
ary; encyclopedic school edition. Chi- 
cago, Laidlaw bros., c1911—-1931. xii, 
1074p. 1282 text engravings. Binder’s 
title: Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new 
standard dictionary. High school and 
collegiate edition. buckram $2, in- 
dexed $2.25; De Luxe edition, thin 
pap., lea. $3.50. 

This book carries on the title page the 
note, “This series of school dictionaries 
is in no way related to, or based on, the 
so-called International dictionary or its 
abridged edition.” It contains 45,000 
words. Although it claims to include 
the new words coined during the last 
decade, it does not include such words 
as rayon, broadcast (as connected with 
the radio), nose dive or flapper. The dic- 
tionary of biography in the appendix does 
not give Hoover as a president of the 
United States. 

The derivation of a word is given very 
briefly. Some synonyms and antonyms 
are listed. The Websterian system of 
diacritical marks is used. ‘The type is 
boldface and rather hard on the eyes. 

It is not recommended, for Webster's 
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secondary-school dictionary or Funk and 
Wagnalls High school dictionary or 
Winston simplified dictionary; compre- 
hensive edition (i.e., intermediate) is su- 
perior. 


Webster’s secondary-school diction- 
ary, a Merriam-Webster, abridged 
from Webster’s new international dic- 
tionary. 22cm. N. Y., Am. bk. co., 
c1913-1932. xxii, 846p. 1000 illus. 
cloth $2.20. 

This supersedes the older Webster’s 
academic dictionary. It is an abridgment 
from Webster’s new international dic- 
tionary, containing some 70,000 words, 
designed for use by pupils in the second- 
ary schools and in the higher grades of 
the elementary schools. It includes all 
the words of ordinary speech and those in 
works of literature read in high school 
English classes. It would also be useful 
in an office. 

The editors of this volume were se- 
lected from the large corps of those who 
prepared the parent volume. Their 
work has been done with care and pre- 
cision, though the definitions have been 
somewhat simplified. 

The information given under each 
word includes the pronunciation indi- 
cated by the well-known Websterian 
symbols, the etymology, the part of 
speech, the derivatives, the definitions ar- 
ranged in historical order, synonyms. The 
definitions are simple but accurate. 
Capitalization is indicated. Quotations 
are omitted. 

The appendixes include a Dictionary 
of proper names, which contains both 
biographical names, seemingly revised up 
to 1929, and geographical names, for 


which population figures of the 1920 cen- 
sus are given; Foreign words and 
phrases; and Abbreviations used in writ- 
ing and printing. 

A comparison of the Desk standard 
dictionary (Funk and Wagnalls) and 
Webster’s secondary-school dictionary 
shows 22 more words in the Ra-Raw sec- 
tions of Webster than in the Standard. 
The Desk standard includes in the main 
alphabet biographical and geographical 
names which Webster puts in the appen- 
dix. The various forms of a word are 
found under the main entry in the Stand- 
ard, while Webster’s gives separate en- 
tries for the compounds. 

It is difficult to state which is the better 
dictionary for they are both well done. 
Recommended for purchase by secondary 
school libraries as a supplement to un- 
abridged works, and by students. 

See also Webster’s new international 
dictionary. 


Webster’s twentieth century diction- 
ary of the English language and com- 
plete atlas of the world, being the 
unabridged dictionary of Noah Web- 
ster, now thoroughly rev. and greatly 
enl. and improved by over one hundred 
educators, specialists and eminent 
scholars, under the editorial supervi- 
sion of Thomas H. Russell, A. C. Bean 
and L. B. Vaughan. Prepared for pub- 
lication by George W. Ogilvie. 28 
cm. Cleveland, World syndicate pub- 
lishing co., 1934. (c1904-1926 by 
George Ogilvie, 1933-1934 by Louise 
A. Cooper). 1956p., 320p. $4. 
This is another title for the “bootleg” 

dictionary originally published by G. W. 

Ogilvie in 1904. It has been published 
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under several different titles, some of 
which are: Webster’s imperial diction- 
ary, W ebster’s universal dictionary, Web- 
ster’s monarch dictionary, Webster's 
standard dictionary, and now Webster's 
twentieth century dictionary. All of 
these contain the same number of pages, 
1956, in the body of the text, which has 
had practically no revision. The pages 
in the appendix increase with the succes- 
sive printings. 

Across the top of the title page and on 
the binding of the back there is printed 
the following: “This dictionary is not 
published by the original publishers of 
W ebster’s dictionary or by their succes- 
sors,” which in itself tells a whole story 
of various injunctions. ‘The back also 
carries the phrase, ““The latest complete 
dictionary and atlas with an exhaustive 
appendix.” 

The preface, undated, is signed by 
Thomas H. Russell. It was probably 
written in 1904 for in the preface Mr. 
Russell refers to the libraries of Chicago 
which the editors consulted and gives the 
number of volumes in each. These 
figures correspond to those given in the 
Chicago daily news almanac for 1904, 
p. 392-93. 

The pronunciation has been indicated 
by diacritical marks on the word itself, 
without respelling. Derivations are not 
given in any detail. Many words that 
have come into the language recently are 
not included, such as adenoids, balloon 
tire, blimp, columnist, fabrikoid, park 
(in the sense of leaving a vehicle stand- 
ing), preschool, radio, rayon, scenario 
(photoplay), stratosphere. The defini- 
tions are incomplete and inadequate for 
the newer scientific terms. The defini- 


tion of aeroplane is ludicrous—“A flying- 
machine that is supported in the air by 
aeroplanes instead of rarefied air or gas.” 
The small illustrations in the text are not 
up-to-date; the automobile shown is in 
the style of 1904. 

In the Pronouncing gazetteer of the 
world, in the appendix, a check of a few 
figures reveals the fact that some are from 
the 1910 and some from the 1920 census. 
Flint, Michigan, with 38,550 is for 1910; 
Atlanta, Georgia, with 200,616 is for 
1920; Gary, Indiana is given as having 
a population of 16,802, the figures for 
1910 (it now has 100,426). Toward the 
end of the volume there are several pages 
of population figures according to the 
1930 census, which do not correspond 
with the figures quoted in the gazetteer. 
The new names for cities are not in- 
cluded, as Oslo and Istanbul. Though 
the name of St. Petersburg was changed 
to Petrograd in 1914 and to Leningrad 
in 1924, this book refers from Leningrad 
to St. Petersburg. 

The Dictionary of biography is out of 
date. The dates of death have not been 
added for any who have died since 1922, 
nor for many who died before then. To 
cite one instance, Sir Leslie Stephen died 
in 1904. Many people who have come 
into prominence since 1900 are omitted. 
Henry L. Mencken, George Santayana, 
James Branch Cabell, Benito Mussolini 
are a few of the missing ones. Wilson is 
the last president who is mentioned. 
Hoover is included, but only as a member 
of the United States Food Administra- 
tion. Harding and Coolidge are not 
listed. 

Addenda in the last two pages which 
are unnumbered include a few new words, 
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such as Nazi, Fascisti, bakelite, etc., and 
the new abbreviations for government 
departments which have become popular 
in 1933. The sixteen pages of maps are 
perhaps the best thing about the volume. 
They are fairly recent. 

The paper is poor, the type broken and 
worn, the binding an inferior grade of 
fabrikoid. The volume is not worthy of 
shelf room in any library. An old edition 
of Webster’s new international or Funk 
and Wagnalls New standard dictionary 
would be preferable to this book which 
purports to be a 1934 publication and yet 
gives so much out-of-date and misleading 
information. 

Not recommended. 


Winston simplified dictionary; ad- 
vanced edition, see Winston simpli- 
fied dictionary; encyclopedic edition. 


Winston simplified dictionary; col- 
lege edition, see Winston simplified 
dictionary; encyclopedic edition. 


Winston simplified dictionary; com- 
prehensive edition, see Winston sim- 
plified dictionary; intermediate edi- 
tion. 


Winton simplified dictionary; con- 
cise edition, see Winston simplified 
dictionary; primary edition. 


The Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition, ed. by William 
Dodge Lewis, Henry Seidel Canby, 
Thomas Kite Brown, Jr. 3000 illus- 
trations and an atlas of the world. 
22% cm. Phila., Winston co., c1927— 
1933. xx, 1492p. 32 maps. buckram 
$5; thin paper $5-$7.50. 

—; advanced edition. 


1930. xx, 


1260p. 16 colored maps. $2.64; in- 

dexed $2.88. 

; college edition. cl933. xx, 
1260p. 16 colored maps. black buck- 
ram $3.50. 

; practical edition. 1932. 1280p. 
16 colored maps. buckram $3.50. 
The Advanced, College, and Prac- 

tical editions of the Winston simplified 
dictionary are identical and are the school 
and college forms of the Encyclopedic 
edition. They differ from the latter in 
having an appendix containing only: 
Signs and symbols; Tables of weights, 
measures and standards; Foreign words 
and phrases; Names of persons and 
places; Concise atlas of the world. The 
Encyclopedic edition contains additional 
sections of: English phrases; Scottish 
terms; Christian names; Historical 
events ; How to write and speak English. 
In all editions the Dictionary of persons 
and places is up-to-date, and 1930 census 
figures are used. 

A striking feature is the use of bold- 
face type, two lines high, for the word 
defined. But the practice of filling out 
the remaining space of the column with 
two short lines of the definition is some- 
what confusing, because the first line is 
placed a space above the word defined. 

The information given is that usually 
found in a larger abridged dictionary. 
The pronunciation is indicated by practi- 
cally the same diacritical marks as in 
all the Webster publications, though the 
preface does not make that statement. 
Words that should be capitalized are so 
printed. The etymology is given quite 
fully. Parts of speech are indicated. The 
definitions are arranged so that the most 
common meaning comes first. In the pref- 
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ace the editors state that they have made 
the definitions simple and accurate, 
using only words of common knowledge. 
Additional significant information is fre- 
quently given. When there are two 
accepted spellings for a word, the defini- 
tion is given in full in each place. The 
vocabulary of over 100,000 words in- 
cludes words occurring in Shakespeare, 
Milton and the Bible, characters in fic- 
tion and mythology, and the newer terms 
of science, aviation, war and the radio. 
Some synonyms and a few antonyms are 
given. 

There are eight, attractive full-page 
plates in color, showing arms and armor, 
birds, European costumes, flags, flowers, 
heraldry and insects. The four charts of 
constellations and planets, of chemical 
elements, of geological eras and of 
languages are worth while. There 


are eight full-page line drawings that 
are clear and useful, and numerous 
small cuts. 

It is a most excellent dictionary that 
has been adopted in many schools as the 
standard authority. It ranks with the 
Funk and Wagnalls Practical standard 
dictionary and the Webster’s collegiate 
dictionary, but does not include as many 
words as either of these. Winston con- 
tains 217 words in the Q section while 
W ebster has 272 and the Practical stand- 
ard, 283. The words omitted are tech- 
nical ones or compounds the meaning of 
which can be obtained from the defini- 
tions of the other forms of the word. 

Recommended. 


Winston simplified dictionary; prac- 
tical edition, see Winston simplified 
dictionary; encyclopedic edition. 


SMALL DICTIONARIES 


In this group are found dictionaries of 
the desk and vest-pocket type, priced at 
two dollars or less. Because they are of 
minor concern to libraries, these are less 
fully reviewed than the larger ones. 
Though they have their legitimate field, 
their limitations are definite and the 
judgment of recommended does not im- 
ply that they are satisfactory substitutes 
for larger works. In libraries, aside 
from their incompleteness, they may raise 
the problem of theft. 


American Oxford dictionary, see 
Pocket Oxford dictionary. 

Bijou pronouncing dictionary, see 
Nuttall’s bijou. 


Comprehensive standard dictionary 
of the English language; abridged 
from the New standard dictionary by 
James C. Fernald ; a new ed., carefully 
rev. by Frank H. Vizetelly. N. Y., 
Funk & Wagnalls, 1934. 1933. 
726p. illus. $1; indexed $1.50. 
This work is specifically adapted to the 

needs of students below the college level. 

It includes more than 50,000 words in 

current use, treated in the manner char- 

acteristic of the New standard series. 

A comparison of the vocabularies in 
E-Em in the Comprehensive, the Amer- 
ican Oxford, Webster’s elementary, 
W ebster’s new standard; common school 
edition, and the Winston simplified shows 
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that some words in the first named are 
not in the others. But the difference is 
less real than apparent because the varia- 
tion is due more to choice of derivatives 
listed than to omission or inclusion of 
root words. 

The difference in quality of definitions 
is more pronounced. The Comprehen- 
sive aims to be simple and explicit, re- 
sembling Webster’s new standard and the 
American Oxford, although the latter 
lists and explains idiomatic usages, which 
the Comprehensive does not. The Com- 
prehensive demands more skill than the 
others mentioned above, except the 4mer- 
ican Oxford. 

The Comprehensive contains fewer 
geographical and biographical names 
than the Webster or Winston, but ex- 
plains them more fully. In its list of 
foreign words, translations are given but 
no pronunciations, resembling Webster’s 
new standard but differing from Web- 
ster’s elementary and Winston’s, which 
give both. 

This edition (c1933) is advertised as 
containing many new words, such as 
groceteria, soviet and talkie. It does not 
list audition, cellophane, Nazi, technoc- 
racy, trailer. 

The Comprehensive standard is rec- 
ommended for school and general use. 
It will also appeal to adults who can best 
use a dictionary of intermediate range 
but who would object to one described by 
its title as a school book. 

See also Funk and Wagnalls New 


standard dictionary. 


Concise standard dictionary of the 
English language; abridged from the 
New standard dictionary by James C. 


Fernald; a new ed., carefully rev. by 
Frank H. Vizetelly. N. Y., Funk & 
Wagnalls, 1934. c1932. 583p. illus. 
75c.—$10 (depending on binding). 
Designed as a general dictionary, spe- 
cial attention has been given in this work 
to facility of use in lower grammar school 
grades. Its 38,000 words and phrases 
are aimed to include those that will be 
most used by the average person in writ- 
ing and speaking. The omission of proper 
names and etymological information 
from the main alphabet is calculated to 
facilitate use of the book by young pupils. 

Pronunciation is indicated as in the 
New standard series. Simplified spell- 
ings follow main entries but variants 
are separately listed, with references to 
preferred forms. 

Vocabularies in C-Ca and P-Pa were 
compared for four works: the Concise 
standard, W ebster’s shorter school, Win- 
ston simplified; primary edition, and 
W ebster’s new standard. ‘The first was 
found to list fewer words than the second 
or third but more than the fourth. Ac- 
tual differences are small. The Concise 
contains some musical terms, words of 
foreign origin, and new words not found 
in any of the others. Its definitions are 
often less complete than those in Web- 
ster’s shorter school or the Winston. 

Typographically the Concise stand- 
ard is rather more pleasing than the three 
works compared with it, because of the 
leading between type lines. 

In arrangement and in the quality of 
its definitions, it is perhaps not so well 
suited for school use as Webster’s shorter 
or Winston, both of which are, however, 
slightly larger and more expensive. It is 
probably better suited to adult use. Com- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








eo wD = rv 


r 
n 
O 


ell 








Octoser, 1934 





75 





pared with Webster’s new standard, Con- 
cise standard is preferable for school 
or general use; its typography and bind- 
ing are of better quality, and its defini- 
tions fuller. 


It is recommended as a 
beginner's dictionary for either school or 
adult use. 1 

See also Funk and Wagnalls New 


standard dictionary. 


Laird & Lee’s standard Webster 
pocket dictionary; comp. by A. B. 
Chambers. Chicago, Laird & Lee, 
c1929. 208p. colored maps. 40s- 
45c; indexed 50c-85c. Distributed by 
Whitman, Chicago. (Also appears 
as Laird & Lee’s vest-pocket Webster 
with the imprint of Laidlaw bros., 
Chicago, at 25c-40c ; indexed 30c-60c. ) 
This dictionary of the vest-pocket type 

has a vocabulary of about 30,000 words 
in common use. There are sixteen pages 
of maps, eight of which are devoted to the 
United States and possessions. In pres- 
entation of vocabulary material it is in- 
ferior to the Vest-pocket standard and 
to Webster’s little gem and the New uni- 
versal self-pronouncing; parvo pocket 
edition. It is not recommended, except 
for persons who have need of the prac- 
tical and curious information found in its 
appendix. 


Laird & Lee’s Webster’s modern dic- 
tionary of the English language; 
adapted for general use; comp. by 
E. T. Roe. Handy ed. Chicago, 
Whitman, c1932. 378p. front. illus. 
50c. Cover-title: Webster’s new 
standard dictionary ; elementary school 
edition. 

Chicago, Laidlaw bros., c1931. 





378p. front., illus. 30c-40c. Dis- 

tributed by Whitman, Chicago. 

Cover-title: Webster’s modern dic- 

tionary. 

—Chicago, Laird & Lee, c1927. 1926 
ed. 378p. illus. 65c-75c; indexed $1. 
Distributed by Whitman, Chicago. 
Cover-title: Desk Webster. 

These issues are almost identical ex- 
cept for imprint, binding, and cover- 
title. Since there are elementary school 
dictionaries on the market much better 
suited to their purpose than Webster’s 
modern dictionary, it is considered on its 
merits as a popular dictionary only. 

Recommended as a handy book for 
ready or superficial reference only. 

See also Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new 
standard American dictionary. 


Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new stand- 
ard dictionary of the English lan- 

‘ guage; for all grammar and common 
school grades; premier or popular edi- 
tions, see Webster’s new standard dic- 
tionary ... for all grammar and 
common school grades. 


New universal self-pronouncing dic- 
tionary of the English language; ed. 
by W. J. Pelo. Phila., International 
press, c.1933 by Winston. 1064p. 
front., plates. $1; indexed $1.25; lea. 
$2.50. 

; including a dictionary of obscure 
words used in cross-word puzzle con- 
struction. Phila., International press, 
1932. c1932 by Winston. 1072p. $1. 
These are the same except for the 

eight-page dictionary of obscure words 

which commends the latter to word 
puzzle workers. 
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Binder’s title is Universal graphic dic- 
tionary. Its most obvious characteristic 
is a greater degree of legibility than one 
expects to find in a small dictionary, 
achieved by the use of broadfaced type 
and a generous amount of leading. It is 
designed as a desk work for ready refer- 
ence, and evidently intended especially 
for popular use, though its use as a 
school dictionary is suggested in its 
preface. 

The vocabulary aims to give all Eng- 
lish words in ordinary use but it includes 
as well many terms encountered in popu- 
lar science and in word puzzles. The 
definitions are in the main clear and 
simple but, in some instances of scientific 
and technical terms, would be clear only 
to initiates, for words used in definitions 
are not themselves defined. Such cases 
are infrequent and do not seriously de- 
tract from the book’s usefulness. Many 
word combinations are explained, like 
calendar month and unearned increment. 
Derived forms and word combinations 
are separately listed and defined. 

This dictionary makes no claim of 
scholarship, nor does it have the earmarks 
of painstaking accuracy that characterize 
some other works considered. It shows 
a few inaccuracies in the actual listing 
of words, e.g., acropolis precedes 
acronych. ‘Though some colloquialisms 
are designated as such, there seems to be 
no systematic effort to distinguish be- 
tween words of established good usage 
and slang, etc. These, however, are not 
major defects in a book that meets most 
of the requirements for a popular dic- 
tionary with full, clear definitions. There 
is sufficient inaccuracy to preclude its 
being recommended as a school dictionary, 


or as an office dictionary where a stand- 
ard of correct usage is required. 

Recommended for general use by per- 
sons who need a very simple dictionary 
with clear definitions, and to those who 
must conserve their eyesight by the use 
of good type. 


New universal self-pronouncing dic- 
tionary of the English language, with 
an encyclopedic appendix ; ed. by W. J. 
Pelo. Handy ed. Phila., Winston, 
1934. cl1931. 624p. 50c; indexed 
65c-$2.50. 

Universal home and school diction- 
ary of the English language, self pro- 
nouncing ; ed. by W. J. Pelo. Phila., 
Winston, 1934. c1929. 440p. 60c; 
indexed 75c. 

Universal shorter dictionary; ed. by 
W. J. Pelo. Phila., Winston, c1933. 
440p. 60c. 

The latter two are the same and appear 
to be an abridgment of the New univer- 
sal; graphic edition. The Universal 
shorter is printed on finer paper, and with 
narrower margins, than the Universal 
home and school. 

The New universal; handy edition is 
the same as the Universal home and 
school, but printed with a shorter page, 
so that it runs longer. Its appendix is 
practically the same as that of the Uni- 
versal graphic edition of the same series, 
lacking the list of broadcasting stations 
and population statistics. 

The inner margins are so narrow that 
frequent use of this dictionary would 
probably loosen its binding, otherwise it 
is good value for its price. A choice be- 
tween Universal home and school, Uni- 
versal shorter, and New universal; handy 
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edition, except for slight differences in 
appendixes and prices, would depend 
upon personal preference as to book di- 
mensions or paper quality. It is recom- 
mended only for those who need a handy, 
popular, and simple dictionary of small 
dimensions. 


New universal self-pronouncing dic- 
tionary of the English language; ed. 
by W. J. Pelo. Pocket ed. Phila., 
Winston, c1930. 288p. 25c-75c. 
This pocket dictionary appears to be 

somewhat simpler in arrangement than 

Webster's little gem of the same price 

class. Recommended as an occasionally 

convenient source of information as to 
spelling, pronunciation and syllabication 
of common words. 


Nuttall’s bijou pronouncing diction- 
ary of the English language; ed. by 
W. J. Gordon. 9cm. London and 
N. Y., Frederick Warne, 1921. 639p. 
50c; lea. $1.25. 

Chiefly of interest to collectors of 
miniature books. Its list of English sur- 
names is a unique feature among small 
dictionaries and might be of some refer- 
ence value ina library. Generally speak- 
ing, however, Winston’s New universal; 
handy edition, in this class, is preferable. 

See also Nuttall’s standard dictionary. 


Pocket Oxford dictionary of current 
English; comp. by F. G. and H. W. 
Fowler. Oxford, Clarendon press, 
1931 (ist ed. 1924). 1000p. $1.50. 

American ed. by George van Sant- 

voord. N. Y., Oxford univ. press, 

1927. 1029p. 80c. 

The Pocket Oxford is nominally an 





abridgment of the Concise Oxford but 
changes in method are apparent. Pro- 
nunciation is indicated for every word; 
alphabetical arrangement of phrases 
within articles is a time-saver; etymolo- 
gies are limited to brief indications of ul- 
timate origins. 

Special pains have been taken to make 
clear the idiomatic uses of words. The 
vocabulary is practical in purpose but by 
no means elementary, and the book is 
best adapted to the use of persons of liter- 
ary interests and experience in dictionary 
use. 

The preface to the American edition, 
dated 1925, explains that changes in de- 
tail have been made to conform to Amer- 
ican standards in spelling, pronunciation 
and idiom and that special American ma- 
terial has been added. Comparison shows 
that a few distinctive British terms have 
been dropped and many American words 
added. The vocabulary of the American 
edition therefore occupies some twenty- 
nine pages more than that of the British 
edition. 

Colloquial and slang terms have been 
generously included, though simplified 
spellings have been ignored. In its in- 
clusion of foreign words, prefixes and 
suffixes in the main alphabet, and its 
paragraphing of derived forms under 
root word, the Pocket Oxford resembles 
the Comprehensive standard and Web- 
ster’s new standard dictionaries. 

The Pocket Oxford partakes of the 
authoritative nature of its parent, the 
great Oxford dictionary, and is recom- 
mended to libraries unable to afford one 
of the larger British works, and for the 
use of better educated readers. For in- 
termediate school, general home, and 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





78 





SuBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 








office use in the United States, a diction- 
ary of American origin will usually be 
preferred. 

The American edition is also published 
by A. & C. Boni, under the title 4 meri- 
can Oxford dictionary, 1931, $1. 

There is also a Pocket Oxford; school 
edition, at $1.35, which is identical with 
the edition published at 80c, according to 
the publishers. 

See also Concise Oxford dictionary. 


Pocket pronouncing dictionary of the 
English language; comp. by E. H. 
Truslove. Rev. and enl. ed. 11cm. 
N. Y., Appleton, 1933. Printed in 
England. 618p. 75c. 

Small in size and bulk, printed on 
India paper, binding light. Contains 
27,000 entries, giving information as to 
spelling, pronunciation and meaning 
only. Not suitable for school use or for 
the inexperienced. Recommended only 
to persons wishing a very small diction- 
ary. 


Royal Webster dictionary for home 
and school; self-pronouncing ; a new 
work throughout. Cleveland, World 
syndicate pub. co., 1934. 1933. 
350p. 50c. 

The title-page states: “This diction- 
ary is not published by the original pub- 
lishers of Webster’s Dictionary or by 
their successors.” 

Compared with the New universal; 
handy edition and the Daily use, this work 
was found to have the defects of both: 
many definitions are by synonym only as 
in the New universal; synonyms, not so 
designated, are sometimes placed after 
definitions by way of explanation, as in 


the Daily use. Not recommended for 
general or school use. 


Universal graphic dictionary, see New 
universal self-pronouncing dictionary, 


p. 75. 


Universal home and school diction- 
ary, see New universal self-pronounc- 
ing dictionary; handy edition. 


Universal shorter dictionary, see New 
universal self-pronouncing dictionary; 
handy edition. 


Vest-pocket standard dictionary of 
the English language; abridged from 
the Funk & Wagnalls Standard dic- 
tionary by James C. Fernald; a new 
ed. rev. by Frank H. Vizetelly. N.Y., 
Funk & Wagnalls co., c1933. 294p. 
col. maps. 40c, indexed 60c; leather- 
ette 60c, indexed 70c; leather 90c, in- 
dexed $1. 

Contains more than 26,000 words and 
encyclopedic information. 
See also Funk and Wagnalls New 


standard dictionary. 


Webster’s daily use dictionary, see 


Webster's practical dictionary. 


Webster’s elementary school dic- 
tionary; abridged from Webster's 
new international dictionary. N. Y., 


Am. bk. co., c1932. 710p. illus. 
$1.20. 
Contains 44,322 entries, essential 


words from elementary school literature 
and general reading. Not easy to use 
because of small, solid type. Recom- 
mended for upper elementary grades. 
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See also Webster’s shorter school dic- 
tionary; Webster’s new international 
dictionary. 


Webster’s handy condensed diction- 
ary of the English language; self- 
pronouncing ; comp., condensed and ed. 
by C. M. Stevens. New rev. ed. 
N. Y., Cupples & Leon, 1934. 382p. 
25c. 

Preferable to the vest-pocket editions 
but unsuitable for library use. See also 

Webster's practical dictionary. 


Webster’s little gem dictionary; 
based on Webster’s new international. 
3d ed. Springfield, Mass., G. & C. 
Merriam co., c1924. 214p. 25c; lea. 
50c. 

Contains over 22,000 common words. 
Irregular verb forms and doubtful 
plurals in boldface; derivatives and com- 
pounds in italics. Small type, flexible 
binding. Vest-pocket size. 

See also Webster’s new international 
dictionary. 


Webster’s new standard dictionary 
of the English language. For all 
grammar and common school grades. 
Comp. and ed. by E. T. Roe, with the 
assistance of prominent specialists. 
Rev. and enl. ed. Laird & Lee dic- 
tionaries. Chicago, Whitman, c1928- 
1933. 758p. front. illus. $1; indexed 
$1.25. 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new stand- 
ard dictionary of the English 
language; for all grammar and com- 
mon school grades; comp. and ed. by 
E. T. Roe, with the assistance of 
prominent specialists; rev. and enl. 


Premier ed. Chicago, Laidlaw bros., 
1932. 790p. illus. $1.10; indexed 
$1.25. Distributed by Whitman, Chi- 
cago. Also sold as Popular edition. 
As far as the vocabulary goes, these two 
works are the same. The Laird & Lee 
edition has a different preface, however, 
and more numerous appendixes; is 
printed with wider margins and bound 
in keratol. The several lists of special 
terms contain many words sufficiently 
unusual to be of interest in connection 
with word puzzles. The other edition 
has a colored frontispiece and decorated 
lining papers. Its type shows wear. 
The extravagant claims made for this 
dictionary are not borne out by examina- 
tion, but it will serve for popular use by 
persons of intermediate educational level. 
See also Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new 
standard American dictionary. 


Webster’s new standard dictionary 
of the English language; designed to 
meet the needs of all intermediate 
grades; comp. by E. T. Roe. Laird & 
Lee dictionaries. Chicago, Whitman, 
1933. 462p. port. illus. 75c. 
Though presented as an intermediate 

dictionary, this work resembles in content 

others designed for primary grades. 

There are better dictionaries in its price 

class for school use, and offices need a 

dictionary that shows correct syllabica- 

tion clearly. Some adults will, however, 
like it for its inclusion of synonyms and 
terms of special technical significance. 


Webster’s practical dictionary; self- 
pronouncing ; newly compiled and up- 
to-date; ed. by C. M. Stephens and 
C.N. Catrevas. New rev.ed. N. Y., 
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Grosset & Dunlap, 1934. 1931. 
827p. col. front. plates. indexed $1. 
Webster’s daily use dictionary. . . 

Grosset & Dunlap, c1931. 50c. 

This and the preceding differ only in 
title-page and physical make-up. The 
Practical is on heavier paper, has wider 
margins, stronger binding, stained edges, 
a thumb-index, a colored frontispiece of 
national flags (not up-to-date), and a 
few plates. The Daily use has a frontis- 
piece showing the seven wonders of the 
modern world. 

This work is less suitable for school 
or office use than others of recognized 
authority in its price class. It will serve 
for popular use because of its simple ar- 
rangement and its adequate definitions 
of words. 


Webster’s shorter school dictionary ; 
based upon Webster’s new interna- 
tional dictionary. N. Y., Am. bk. co., 
c1933. 548p. illus. 92c. 
Condensed from Webster’s elementary 

school; contains about 35,000 words and 

many up-to-date terms. ‘Treatment of 
proper names satisfactory. As a school 
dictionary it is closely rivaled by Win- 
ston simplified; primary edition, whose 
price is slightly lower. It is better 
adapted for schools than the Concise 
standard or Webster's new standard; 
intermediate edition, and is recommended 
especially as a first school dictionary. 

See also Webster’s elementary school 
dictionary; Webster’s new international 
dictionary. 


Winston simplified dictionary ; inter- 
mediate edition; with every word de- 
fined so that its use and meaning can 
be easily understood; ed. by William 





Dodge Lewis and Edgar A. Singer. 

19cm. Phila., Winston, c1919-1933. 

940p. illus. $1.20; indexed $1.44. 

; comprehensive edition. lib. buck- 
ram $2, 

The first title is the school edition of 
the second; the following comments 
therefore apply to both. 

The Comprehensive defines about 
75,000 words and the Intermediate, 
50,000. Entries are in boldface type; 
the aims of clearness and simplicity have 
been achieved. Derivation of words is 
not given. Particular attention is given 
to new terms; variants are listed and de- 
fined ; some simplified spellings are recog- 
nized. Mythological names are found in 
a separate alphabet; pronunciation and 
translation are given for foreign words 
and phrases. There are attractive full- 
page color plates and line drawings. 

A good general popular dictionary, 
especially recommended for the junior 
high school. 

See also Winston simplified diction- 
ary; encyclopedic edition. 


Winston simplified dictionary; pri- 
mary edition; ed. by William Dodge 
Lewis and Edgar A. Singer. Phila., 
Winston, c1929. 693p. illus. 80c. 

; concise edition. $2.25. 

Modeled on larger editions of the 
same series; omits paragraphs of dis- 
criminated synonyms and alphabet of 
proper names, found in the intermediate 
edition. Clear and easy to use; illustra- 
tive sentences frequently used. About 
38,000 words in the vocabulary. Recom- 
mended as a first school dictionary, and 
will also give satisfaction for home and 
office use within the limits of its scope. 
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The publisher states that the Concise 
edition is the same as the Primary edition, 
with the exception of the binding. The 
Concise has a flexible leather binding, 
round corners, red edges and a patent 
thumb-index. 


(Continued from page 50) 
ciation, no protest was made against it 
because of the sound principle on which 
it is based. 

We see no possible way in which a pub- 
lisher can secure Subscription Books 
Bulletin approval of a work, except by 
producing one which appears to the repre- 
sentative librarians on the Subscription 
Books Committee to deserve approval. 

During its whole existence, I judge, 
and certainly during the last thirty years, 
the A. L. A. has maintained an absolutely 
independent position in expressing its 


opinion about books. It expects to con- 
tinue to do so. It gratefully and happily 
acknowledges that among its best friends 
and most enthusiastic supporters of that 
policy have been all reputable publishers. 


Cart H. Mizam, Secretary 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal wote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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A. L. A. and publisher-relationships (edi- 
torial). O, p. 50 
Aiton’s encyclopedia. 

encyclopedia 
American educator encyclopedia. Jl, p. 37 
American literature: a period anthology. 
Ap, p. 17 
American Oxford dictionary. 
Oxford dictionary 
Applied electricity. Ja, p. 2 


See New standard 


See Pocket 


Bijou pronouncing dictionary. See Nuttall’s 
bijou pronouncing dictionary 

Britannica home university. 
paedia Britannica, 
versity 

Britannica junior. 
encyclopedia 

Builders of America. Ja, p. 4 

Business management series. 
business administration 


See Encyclo- 
Britannica home uni- 


See Weedon’s modern 


See Practical 


Catholic builders of the nation. Ap, p. 18 
Character training through story, work and 
play. Ja, p. 5 


College standard dictionary. See Practical 
standard dictionary 

Compendium of American genealogy. Jl, p. 
37 

Comprehensive standard dictionary. O, p. 73 

A Concise etymological dictionary. O, p. 63 

The Concise Oxford dictionary. O, p. 63 

Concise standard dictionary. O, p. 74 

Cyclopedia of applied electricity. See Ap- 
plied electricity 

The Desk standard dictionary. O, p. 64 

Desk Webster. See Laird & Lee’s Webster’s 
modern dictionary 

A Dictionary of English pronunciation with 
American variants. O, p. 65 

Electrical engineering. See Applied elec- 
tricity 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. Britannica home 
university, Ja, p. 7; World today, Ja, p. 5 

(Encyclopaedia) Britannica junior. See 
Weedon’s modern encyclopedia 

Energy and matter, building blocks of the 
universe, by Charles B. Bazzoni. See Uni- 
versity series 
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Etymological dictionary of modern English. 
O, p. 51 

Etymological dictionary (Skeat’s). See under 
review of Etymological dictionary of 
modern English 

The Executive’s desk book. O, p. 65 

Facts. Ap, p. 19 

Foundation stones of success. Ja, p. 7 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard dictionary. 
O, p. 52 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard dictionary; 
also a standard history of the world. O, 
p. 54 

Handbook of American genealogy. Jl, p. 37 

High school standard dictionary. See Desk 
standard dictionary 

History of the United States by James Trus- 
low Adams. Ja, p. 9 

Hoyt’s new cyclopedia of practical quota- 
tions. Ja, p. 10 

Jewish encyclopedia. Ja, p. 10 

Laird & Lee’s standard Webster pocket dic- 
tionary. O, p. 75 

Laird & Lee’s vest-pocket Webster. See Laird 
& Lee’s standard Webster pocket dictionary 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s modern dictionary ; 
handy edition. O, p. 75 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard Ameri- 
can dictionary. O, p. 65 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard dic- 
tionary; for all grammar and common 
school grades; premier or popular editions. 
See Webster’s new standard dictionary; 
grammar and common school grades 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard dic- 
tionary; high school and collegiate edition. 
See Webster’s new standard dictionary; 
high school, academic and collegiate grades 

Lincoln library of essential information. Jl, 


p. 38 

Milam, Carl H. (editorial). O, p. 50 

Modern American encyclopedia. Ap, p. 23 

Modern encyclopedia. Ja, p. 12 

Mother’s encyclopedia. Ja, p. 13 

Mythology of all races. Jl, p. 38 

N.R.A. Code. Jl, p. 33 

Natural history pictures. Ap, p. 24 

New century dictionary. O, p. 54 

New English dictionary. See Oxford English 
dictionary 

New English dictionary; introduction, supple- 
ment and bibliography. See Oxford Eng- 
lish dictionary 

New standard encyclopedia. Ap, p. 24 

New students reference work. See Modern 
American encyclopedia 


New universal self-pronouncing dictionary 
(Universal graphic). O, p. 75 

New universal] self-pronouncing dictionary; 
including a dictionary of obscure words 
used in cross-word puzzle construction. 
See New universal self-pronouncing dic- 
tionary (Universal graphic) 

New universal self-pronouncing dictionary; 
with an encyclopedic appendix; handy edi- 
tion. O, p. 76 

New universal self-pronouncing dictionary ; 
pocket edition. O, p. 77 

Newnes’ pictorial knowledge. 
knowledge 

Nuttall’s bijou pronouncing dictionary. O, 
p. 77 

Nuttall’s standard dictionary. O, p. 66 

On buying a dictionary. O, p. 51 

Oxford English dictionary. O, p. 55 

Pictorial knowledge. Jl, p. 39 

Pocket Oxford dictionary. O, p. 77 

Pocket Oxford dictionary; American edition. 
See Pocket Oxford dictionary 

Pocket Oxford; school edition. 
Oxford dictionary 

Pocket pronouncing dictionary. O, p. 78 

Practica] business administration. Jl, p. 40 

Practical electricity. See Applied electricity 

The Practical standard dictionary. O, p. 66 

The races of man, differentiation and dis- 
persal of man, by Robert Bean. See Uni- 
versity series 

Real America in romance. Jl, p. 42 

Richards cyclopedia. Jl, p. 43; (correction) 
O, p. 83 

Royal Webster dictionary for home and 
school. O, p. 78 

The Shorter Oxford English dictionary. O, 
p. 56 

The smallest living things, life as revealed 
by the microscope, by Gary N. Calkins. 
See University series 

Smithsonian scientific series. Ap, p. 26 

Space, time and relativity, the Einstein uni- 
verse, by H. Horton Sheldon. See Univer- 
sity series 

Standard reference work. See New standard 
encyclopedia 


See Pictorial 


See Pocket 


Standard reference work for the home, 
school and library. See New standard 
encyclopedia 

Students cyclopedia. See Modern American 
encyclopedia 

Students reference work. See Modern 


American encyclopedia 
Trade practice rules. See N.R.A. Code 
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The Universal dictionary. O, p. 57 
Universal graphic dictionary. See New uni- 
versa] self-pronouncing dictionary, p. 75 
Universal history of the world. Ap, p. 28 
Universal home and school dictionary. See 
New universal self-pronouncing diction- 
ary; with an encyclopedic appendix; handy 
edition 

Universal shorter dictionary. See New uni- 
versal self-pronouncing dictionary; with 
an encyclopedic appendix; handy edition 

University series. Ja, p. 14 

Vest-pocket standard dictionary. O, p. 78 

Volume library. Ap, p. 30 

Webster’s academic dictionary. O, p. 67 

Webster’s collegiate dictionary. O, p. 67 

Webster’s daily use dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s practical dictionary 

Webster’s elementary schoo] dictionary. O, 
p. 78 

Webster’s handy condensed dictionary. O, 
p. 79 

Webster’s imperial dictionary. See Webster’s 
twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s little gem dictionary. O, p. 79 

Webster’s modern dictionary. See Laird & 
Lee’s Webster’s modern dictionary 

Webster’s monarch dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s new ideal dictionary. O, p. 68 

Webster’s new international dictionary. O, 
p. 58 

Webster’s new international dictionary; with 
reference history. O, p. 62 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; ele- 
mentary school edition. See Laird & Lee’s 
Webster’s modern dictionary 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; gram- 
mar and common school grades. O, p. 79 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; high 
school, academic and collegiate grades. O, 
p. 69 


Webster’s new standard dictionary; inter- 
mediate grades. O, p. 79 

Webster’s practical dictionary. O, p. 79 

Webster’s secondary-school dictionary. O, 
p. 69 

Webster’s shorter school dictionary. O, p. 80 

Webster’s standard dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s twentieth century dictionary. O, 
p. 70 

Webster’s universal] dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s twentieth century dictionary 

Weedon’s modern encyclopedia. Ap, p. 31 

Winston simplified dictionary ; advanced edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; college edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; comprehen- 
sive edition. See Winston simplified dic- 
tionary; intermediate edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; concise edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
primary edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; encyclopedic 


edition. O, p. 72 
Winston simplified dictionary; intermediate 
edition. O, p. 80 


Winston simplified dictionary; practical edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; primary edi- 
tion. O, p. 80 

Wonders of animal life. Ap, p. 31 

World today. See Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
World today 

World’s great pictures. Jl, p. 46 

World’s greatest books. Jl, p. 47 

World’s story. Jl, p. 47; (correction) O, p. 
83 


Corrections 


The price of Richards cyclopedia; 
edited by E. H. and M. H. Wright and 
J. A. Richards, and published in twelve 
volumes by J. A. Richards, is $39.90, 
instead of $29.90 as was stated in the 
review of this work in the Subscription 


Books Bulletin of July, 1934, p. 43. 


The World’s story; edited by Eva 
March Tappan, and published by 
Houghton Mifflin company in fifteen 
volumes, is now priced at $19.50; cash 
price $18.50. The price was quoted as 
$16 in the review of this set, which also 
appeared in the July, 1934 issue, p. 47. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





William McAndrew 
in School and Soctety says: 


Livety-min DED Lucile Fargo, admired by 
teachers, beloved by boys and girls, author of attractive 
stories of school and life, has written another library 
book.’ It seems to me I could not undertake to be prin- 
cipal of a school without having several copies to pass 
out to teachers so as to talk with them about portions 
of it every now and then. Whether she is discussing 
the exasperating problem of missing books, the way to 
keep pupil self-government from running riot, teach- 
ing the use of a library, the qualities of a school libra- 
rian, home reading, helping the teachers of different 
subjects, or any of the hundreds of problems learned 
by her experience or gathered from the long lists of 
books and papers she has studied, the author’s tempera- 
ment keeps dullness away from every page. She has 
made a fascinating book, distinguished for complete- 
ness, admirable for arrangement, facile because of anal- 
yses at the head of each chapter, lucid with pictures 
and drawings, handily utile because of an index made 
with a canny knowledge of what her readers will want 
and ought to be able to find economically. 


* Lucile F. Fargo, “The Library in the School.” American Library As- 
sociation, 520 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 479p. $3.00. 








